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Meetup - Sept 30, 2021



Last Thursday of every month, 6-8 pm

We’re an online and in-person R-enthusiast group hosting 
live speaking events on a range of topics, from data wrangling 
to visualization and Shiny.

Learn R, hone your skills, network, or just stay up-to-date. 
All skill levels are welcome!



Edmonton is located on Treaty 6 
territory, a traditional gathering place 
for diverse Indigenous peoples 
including the Cree, Blackfoot, Métis, 
Nakota Sioux, Iroquois, Dene, 
Ojibway/Saulteaux/Anishinaabe, Inuit, 
and many others whose histories, 
languages, and cultures continue to 
influence our community.



The day honours the lost children and Survivors of residential 
schools, their families and communities

Orange is a symbol of the stripping away of culture and freedom 
experienced by Indigenous children over generations



Our sponsors

Your logo here





Questions/suggestions

Meetup

GitHub discussions @ yegrug.github.io





https://www.r-project.org/



Who it all began

2012 as a student group at the U. of Alberta

We have met quite regularly, it was very much like a seminar

1 person talked, some questions, then we went home

Highlight: Duncan Murdoch gave a talk



What we were thinking

Meet once a month for 2 hours (last Thursdays)

We want to provide something if you

● want to learn R
● are a seasoned pro
● are somewhere in between



How to achieve that?

Guest presenters:

● we have a list :)
● you can suggest (easier on Zoom than in person)
● you can present!

Something more introductory/motivational:

● intro to base/tidyverse/shiny…
● discussions around concepts
● personal stories



Tell us what you think

https://forms.gle/5kw74eHphfo3CbmH6



Hey, I am Marcus! I am out hunting ...

library(tidyverse)

moose <- 0

while (!moose) {

  result <- moose_find() %>%
    moose_kill()

  if (result)
    moose <- moose + 1

}



Peter

Biologist, data scientist

U. of Veterinary Medicine, Budatest

U. of Alberta

Alberta Biodiversity Monitoring Institute

E Source 



At first we were happy

ibm.commspoweruser.com



But then storm clouds started to gather

ibm.commspoweruser.com





Begin



Start small

1. Use R to do what you 
cannot do elsewhere

2. Export data
3. Do the rest outside of R



Start small

1. Use R to do what you 
cannot do elsewhere

2. Export data
3. Do the rest outside of R

1. Use something other 
than R to do what you 
cannot do in R (can’t 
give an example :)

2. Import data
3. Do the rest inside of R



Put in the reps & recycle

This is the compounding effect that 
will help you a lot!

● Tweak whole files/workflows
● Write functions
● Make your own package
● Develop the <your_name>verse!

https://shotwell.ca/posts/r_for_excel_users/





Find your community

Don’t be afraid to ask questions

Don’t be afraid to answer questions

Join a Meetup near you

Learn from the best by contributing to projects

Find a mentor



Stay current

Follow interesting topics & be part of the conversation

Read other people’s code, you’ll learn cool tricks

Soon things will “stick”

Adopt an “I am interested in everything” mindset



Summary

1. Begin
2. Start small
3. Put in the reps & recycle
4. Find a community
5. Stay current



Useful intros

http://r-guide.steveharoz.com/

https://r4ds.had.co.nz/

https://intro2r.com/

https://bookdown.org/

https://www.manning.com/books/r-in-action-third-edition

http://r-guide.steveharoz.com/
https://r4ds.had.co.nz/
https://intro2r.com/
https://bookdown.org/
https://www.manning.com/books/r-in-action-third-edition


R in production
Bruno Tremblay



About Bruno

Bruno is an expert actuarial consultant at Beneva and 
freelance consultant at Boostao.ca, see hist work at 
GitHub.com/Meztez.

He maintains tools and services to support an array of 
insurance needs from research to production.

Bruno also is an open source advocate, contributor, code in 
any language, mostly R (data.table > tibble).


